
LIFE GROUPS 

Let your reasonableness be 

known to everyone. The 

Lord is at hand; do not be 

anxious about anything, but 

in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiv-

ing let your requests be 

made known to God. And 

the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understand-

ing, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in  

Christ Jesus. 

- Philippians 4:5–7 (ESV)

Making 

Disciples that 

Love, Grow 

and Serve 

through     

Intentional 

Relationships

Making Disciples that... 
In the spring of 2016, God graciously led Pastor Ken Forrester (PK) to 
Forestville.  As a fellow pastor, I have the privilege of knowing PK in many 

different aspects.  I know him as my pastor, my boss, my colleague, my peer 

and my friend.  Each of these different aspects of our relationship mean much  

to me; however, if I had to define the whole of our relationship with one 

designation I would say, “PK is my discipler.”  From the day PK arrived at 

Forestville, God has used his intentionality to teach me through both word and 

example how to love God and others, how to grow in the fertile soil of God’s 

Word and God’s church, and how to serve with my gifts those both in the 

church and in the world.  With great gratitude in my heart, I thank God for 

gifting us a Senior Pastor who not only calls the church to make disciples but 

who is himself leading the way as he personally “makes disciples who love, 

grow, and serve through intentional relationship.”  This phrase which is now 

our churches purpose statement captures both PK’s heart and life, and also 

the heart and life of Jesus Christ. 

As with any purpose statement, we might be tempted to think and operate as 

if we could accomplish our goal through our own strength.  But, the Scriptures 

teach us that the mission is God’s.  Yes, we are His servants.  Yes, we are 

laborers.  Yes, we must toil and strive and work.  However, we must not forget 

that it is God’s Spirit that produces in us both the will to do and the power to 

do all that is necessary to fulfill the mission He has called us to do.  It is our 

God who equips, who performs, and who gives increase.  We are dependent 

on Him as we go about “making disciples that love, grow, and serve through 

intentional relationships.” 

In an effort to acknowledge our dependence, we call our church to call out to 

God asking Him to make us a people who make disciples.  For the purpose of 

this exercise we will let our purpose statement direct the order of our prayers. 
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Making Disciples… through Intentional 

Relationships... 
While we have much need to improve, there is no doubt God has used this 

church to disciple men and women both young and old.  If you have participated 

with Forestville for any length of time God has used someone to disciple you 

even in an imperfect way.  At the same time God has probably used you to dis-

ciple others.  

Prayer of Thanksgiving | Thank God for the way He has used others at 

Forestville to disciple you.  Thank Him for also using you to help others grow. 

Although God has certainly caused us to bear fruit, our efforts to pursue this 

mission remain hindered and tainted by our sin.  

Prayer of Confession | Confess to God the different ways you and the church 

have failed to walk in obedience. 

Since the completion of our mission – “Making Disciples” – depends upon the 

powerful work of God we must bow before Him and ask Him to work with power. 

Prayer of Requests | Ask God to 1) “equip us with everything good” and 

2) “work in us that which is pleasing in His sight” (Heb. 13:20-21).

Making Disciples that Love... 
Love uniquely characterizes God’s people (Jn. 13:35).  Love makes them identi-

fiable, for the love they have comes from God.  In my ten years at Forestville, I 

have seen this God-produced love.  Each week I sit in worship surrounded by 

many who love the LORD.  Their hearts long to dwell in His presence and gaze 

upon His beauty.  They demonstrate their love for Him through faithful and joyful 

obedience.   

I have also seen us love one another.  We labor in love.  We cry together; we 

rejoice together.  We bear with one another.  We encourage one another.  We 

enjoy one another.  Truly this is a people that love God and each other.  I have 

seen it! 

Thanksgiving | Thank God for the love He has produced in us. 

While traces of God’s love can certainly be seen in us, the love we do have is 

certainly not perfect.  Selfishness, pride, jealousy, bitterness, and many other 

sinful heart issues work against our love and joy in God and each other. 

Prayer of Confession | Confess our sins which oppose love for God and others 

We learn in the Scriptures that God produces this love of Him and each other 

through the combination of His preached Word and His Holy Spirit’s power.  

Prayer of Requests | Ask God to use the preaching of His Word during our cor-

porate times to create and intensify our love for Him and for one another. 

Questions to 
Consider 
Making Disciples…. 

Giving Thanks | What 

changes do you see in your 

own life?  Who has God used 

to disciple you? Has God 

used you to help others grow 

into more mature Christians?  

Whom has God used you to 

disciple?  How have you seen 

them change? 

Confessing Sin | What sinful 

ideas, desires, or actions in 

your individual life or the cor-

porate life of our church hin-

der our striving to make disci-

ples? 

Making Requests | What do 

we need God to do in our 

hearts so we will make      

disciples? 

Making Disciples that 

Love… 

Giving Thanks | How have 

you seen our love for each 

other and our love for God 

demonstrated before you? 

Confessing Sin | What sin in 

your own life leads to a    

diminishing of your love for 

God and others?  What must 

change about our church we 

might love God and each 

other more consistently? 

Making Requests | What 

does God need to do during 

our corporate gatherings to 

generate and increase our 

love for Him and each other? 
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Making Disciples that Grow... 
The apostle Paul wrote that he toiled and worked so that the church would 

grow into full maturity both individually and corporately.  Men and women grow 

in the context of loving relationships in which the spoken truth of God’s Word 

is central.  These two factors – loving relationships and spoken truth – cause 
believers to grow in Christ-likeness. 

Thankfully, all three of these can be seen all throughout our church.  Whenev-

er one of the pastors stands before the congregation we see example after 

example of growth producing fellowship.  Some relationships are character-

ized by newness.  Others are characterized by decades of both sweet and 

painful memories.  In both, we see God use genuine love and consistent truth 

to grow us. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving | Thank God for creating many meaningful relation-

ships within our church that have produced evident spiritual growth. 

Often in churches, two failures threaten spiritual growth.  First, we can have a 

lazy posture toward doctrine and theology.  We often settle for a shallow un-

derstanding of God and His work.  When this is true of us, our relationships 
are governed by feelings and opinions rather than the sin-confronting, life-
transforming truth of Jesus Christ. 

Second, we can have a lazy posture toward relationships.  We often settle for 

a passing “Hey, how are you?” as we head in and out of worship services.  

When this is true of us the powerful truth we do know is left in the context of 
debate and argument and never applied to the context of real life. 

Prayer of Confession | Confess where we have failed tin these two areas. 

At Forestville, we seek to speak the truth to one another in loving relationship 

through the ministry called Life Groups (LG).  As God continues to add to our 

body our need for more LGs grows.   

Prayer of Requests | Ask God to provide A) 6 new LG Facilitators who are 

willing to be prepared and sent out with a new team of people to reach others, 

and B) 4-6 others who are willing to leave their current LG to come along side 

each of the 6 new Facilitators (24-36 people).  

Questions 
to Consider 
Making Disciples that 

Grow… 

Giving Thanks | Where 

in the church do you see 

God producing growth 

through close relation-

ships?  How has God 

used those you live life 

with most closely to grow 

you? 

Confessing Sin | Are 

you more prone to ne-

glect doctrine or relation-

ships?  In your estimation 

which is your church 

more prone to neglect? 

Making Requests | Are 

you participating in a Life 

Group?  Are you willing 

to leave your current Life 

Group to create a new 

group so others can be 

offered a relational envi-

ronment in which they 

can grow? 

So, being affection-

ately desirous of 

you, we were ready 

to share with you not 

only the gospel of 

God but also our 

own selves, because 

you had become 

very dear to us. 

- I Thess. 2:8 (ESV)



Would you like 

to begin serving?  
Please let us know by 

doing one of the follow-

ing: 

Call the church office at 

(864) 834-4276

Stop at Guest Services in 

the foyer of the Worship 

Center 

Download the Forestville 

BC app on iOS or      

Android 

Visit our website at   http://

forestville.org/registrations/ 

and click on the button 

“Ministry Sign Ups”. 

Making Disciples that Serve...
In His last meal with His disciples, Jesus bent down and washed their 

dirty, nasty feet.  Then, he instructed them to serve one another with the 

same humility and love.  This Jesus did not only serve His close friends, 

but He also served His murderers offering up His life on the cross.  Hum-

ble service of others characterized Jesus and all His true disciples since. 

Often, I am filled with joy as I witness many men and women of 

Forestville give hours and hours of service to the church and world.  

Many serve to help the church share the gospel through the Easter Dra-

ma.  Others give up vacation days and thousands of dollars so they or 

others can be the hands and feet of Jesus in places like Nicaragua and 

Haiti.  Others faithfully teach and love the little children year in and year 

out so moms and dads may attend a Bible study.  Still others cook meals, 

put information in the pews, make coffee in the foyer, create sideshows, 

run cameras and play instruments.  In so many instances, God has given 

us the mind of Christ and we serve faithfully and humbly. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving | Thank God for the ways you have 

experienced and seen the servant attitude of Christ at Forestville. 

Even though God has certainly given our church a desire to serve, we 

must examine ourselves to see if we are guilty of the following: 

1. Pride: Often servants begin in humility but fall into pride.  They fail to 
reproduce themselves while thinking they are the only ones able to do 
the job just right.

2. Consumerism:  When a church is gifted with men and women who 
serve well, many others find it easy to sit back and enjoy the product of 
the servants work.  A small portion of the members do the majority of 
the work.  Slowly the church develops two groups, those who serve and 
those who consume!

Prayer of Confession | Confess our pride and self-centeredness. 

Many needs and opportunities to serve both within and without our church 

exist.  If we will meet these needs we will need some to let go of their 

pride and begin to reproduce themselves in others.  We will also need 

those who have simply consumed the work of others to begin serving.  

Prayer of Requests | Ask God to provide those who will serve in the fol-

lowing ways: 

1. Security and Medical:  We are asking God to provide 8 new servants

at TR and 2 at BH so those already serving may participate in corporate

worship more often.

2. Preschool Ministry and Children’s Ministry:  Ask God to provide 20

new servants who will periodically work with the children on Sunday

mornings during the worship service.  This will allow those already serv-

ing to participate in corporate worship more regularly.

3. Guest Services and Ushering:  Ask God to provide 50 more people

who will attend the parking lot, serve coffee, escort guests, shake hands

and main entrances and assist with registrations for events.

Questions to 
Consider 
Making Disciples that 

Serve…. 

Giving Thanks | What oppor-

tunities have you had to 

serve the church and/or 

world?  Who in the church 

would you describe as a faith-

ful and humble servant? 

Confessing Sin | Do you see 

pride and/or consumerism in 

yourself?  Which do you see 

most obvious in the church as 

a whole? 

Making Requests | Could 

you serve in the Security and 

Medical, Preschool and Chil-

dren, or Guest Service and 

Usher ministries?   
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